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Pope, 'the most capital enemy of the Queen and this State', to
whom their Order was bound in a specially close way; partly
through the distinction of their leaders. Parsons and Campion -
the latter a cultured, saintly man, the former politically-minded,
irascible, an able organizer, and trenchant controversialist.
Their mission was to save souls. They were forbidden to meddle
in politics; or rather - for the leaders of Catholicism were incor-
rigible plotters - they were forbidden "except, perhaps, In the
company of those whose fidelity has been long and steadfast5,
The loophole was enough for a man like Parsons. A year later
It had to be closed, as It proved too dangerous. There was an
obvious obstacle in the way ofc such holy, peaceable, and sweet
endeavours of orderly good men' - the papal Bull of 1570. To,
avoid the political complexion that this would have given to the '
mission, the Jesuit fathers were empowered to relieve Catholics
of obedience to the Bull,c while things remain as they are5; in
other words, their converts could be loyal to Elizabeth, until,
but only until, someone was found to carry out the Papal sen-
tence of deposition against her. Put from Elizabeth's point of
view, the missionary priests were to win over Englishmen to a
contingent disloyalty.

The Government's answer was to destroy the priests as
traitors. The Spirit of Pity hovers over the victims, but Justice
also has Its place. Some priests undoubtedly dabbled or even
waded deep In treason; most were concerned only with the sal-
vation of souls, and tried to maintain a distinction between re-
ligion and politics, although in the conditions of Elizabethan
England, it must have required unusual discretion really to live
up to their intentions. The tragedy of their position was that the
Pope himself, his ministers, the founder of the Douai seminary,
and other leaders of their Church, with their medieval concep-
tion of the Holy War made the distinction quite impossible. In
all but name the Papacy was at war with Elizabeth; worse, it
was prepared to encourage its adherents to murder her. In
December 1580 the Papal Secretary replied as follows to an in-
quiry made in the name of certain English Jesuits: 'Since that
guilty woman of England rules over two such noble kingdoms